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Abstract
This chapter is about “knowing” or, more specifically, about knowing about knowledge and beliefs and how such beliefs about beliefs develop across the lifespan. The chapter is divided into four parts. In Part One, we work to make clear what is ordinarily intended by talk of children’s so-called ‘developing theories of mind’, discussing, along the way, key research findings meant to give legitimacy to such talk.  In Part Two we explore various claims and lines of evidence concerning children younger than the celebrated ‘watershed age’ of three-and-a-half or four; all in an effort to examine what we take to be the suspect claim that infants and toddlers are bereft of anything that would qualify as a working understanding of their own and others’ mental lives.  Here, research on deception, lying, pretence and various referential actions are reviewed. In Part Three, we examine what has been said to happen in the development of belief entitlement in the early school years and beyond.  Because such accomplishments concern events unfolding across the remaining nine-tenths of the lifespan, this section is subdivided into two parts: Part IIIA, concerned with research involving middle school children, with a special focus on what has been termed their ‘interpretive theories of mind’; and Part IIIB, in which key research on epistemic development in adolescence and adulthood is summarized.  In a final Conclusion section (Part IV) we identify developmental threads that appear to run through the whole of this fractured literature that with further investigation might contribute to an eventual full life-span account of the development of beliefs about beliefs.
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